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Creativity is vital in to-
day’s competitive world.

Many people don't real-
ize just how important it is
for gifted children.

In education systems,
children are encouraged to
be creative but usually
more so at the elementary
school level.

It is disturbing to see
how easily creativity can
come in second place to
serious, intellectual work
when they reach high
school. Here is an exam-
ple. This is a true story.

A gifted student was
doing a project on the di-
gestive system. She made
arrangements to meet a
university biologist and did
a taped interview. When
the study was submitted,
her science teacher sug-
gested that that much effort

wasn't necessary as most of
the information could have
been retrieved from a few
textbooks. That dampened
motivation to do future crea-
tive research and presenta-
tions. The teacher missed a
golden opportunity to use
this study as an example to
other students. Creativity
wasn't appreciated.

Creativity and giftedness
often go hand in hand. ltis
vital that there is conscious
effort made to encourage
gifted children to express
themselves in highly creative
ways especially with work
perceived as boring and be-
low their abilities.

Creativity can be nurtured
at home and in schools e.g.
creative gardening, doing
homework in musical form.

Exceptionally creative
products serve as examples
to others and hopefully moti-
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Activities of the Month

vate them to do the same.

Creativity is a vital part in
meeting the needs of gifted
children. Drawing, writing,
creating music, singing, act-
ing, playing, inventing
should be as important as
the learning of facts and
knowledge. The objective
should be to consciously
inject creative exercises into
all school subjects.

Many teachers stereo-
typically expect gifted chil-
dren to just be creative.
After all, they are gifted. In
some cases, a lack of de-
monstrable creativity may
be grounds for exclusion
from gifted programs.

Leta Hollingworth made
an interesting observation in
summary notes about her
case studies of children
above IQ 180. Of the 12
children studied by her over
a long period of time, one-
third of them were very
creative, one-third of them
were not particularly crea-
tive at all, and one-third of
them were about average in
creativity. ALL of them still
needed some form of accel-
eration!

Creativity is vital in help-
ing gifted children stay
happy in classrooms where
their educational needs may
not be fully met. Creativity
can be incorporated into
school assignments/home
work on a regular basis.

Leta Hollingworth
(Sponsor of the Gifted)

http://www.webster.edu/~woolflm/hollingworth3.html

(details at http://www.DiscoverTeenergy.com
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2o [ ‘Dlossoming Minds

www.blossomingminds.ca

/ 12G ' mail@hlossomingminds.ca
CF :C |/ % @ ( @ @ 1-877-894-5419
...helping to develop
@ " ' @ a true love for learning

@ @-- / ! through unique learning tools
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We do graphic design, printing and binding for individual
writers and publishers. Small orders are welcome.

1-202 Bao An Hou Street, Da Dao Road, Guangzhou P.R.
China 510080 Attention: Mr. Chino Liu
E-mail: chinolauchin@163.com  Http:www.collectionchina.net
Tel: +862087659775 . +862088285051
| Fax: +862087760107
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. willow academy

a plonearing independent school in midiown Toronto offering enriched
academics n a nurfuring environment
o brigh, cretive, curious children in JKGradk 6

has moved to...
250 Davisville Avenue

NE comer of Mount Pleasant & Devisville - Close to Davislle Subay Stafon

6,600 5q. H. of newly dasigned space created by
an award winning architecture firm

* Large auditorivm available for performances
and Physical Education progrom

¢ Across the sfreet from o beaufifl pork

o Plans for programs include expanding existing Gifted &
Academic Programs for 2006/2007 and infroduction of
Grade 7 classes for 2007/2008.

For information call 416-972-6717
or visit 2 AAEE 4 -




I 2#%8 w &  (

1 EDGO Conference

“Choices in Gifted Education™
Jor ALL educators working with gified learners and/or highly able students. Parents welcome.

‘!,mm F 4TH Annual

Educators of the Gifted Organization (formerly EAGO-TAGO), Toronto, Canada

Friday, Now. 30, 2007, 9AM - 3:30 PM
Martingrove Collegiate Institute, 50 Winterton Drive
Etobicoke, ON (Eglinton Ave. & Hwy 427), lots of free parlang, lunch included
Map and Details at www.edgo.ca

Two Keynote Addresses

(1) Dona Martthews Ph D.

Psychoeducational Consultant and former Director of the Center for Gifted Stucies and Edu-
cation at Hunter College. New York. Co-anthor of Being Smarr abour Gifted Children.

Topic: “Myths & Mindsets: How Everything You Used to Think about Giftedness Is
Bad for Children”

(2) Karen Beatty, Christine Kobold, Jessie Gaudreau - Panel of Adult Former
Gifted Program Students

Topics: “Growing Up Gifted / What Gifted Kids Need / My 3 Gifted Sons / Now I
Teach Gifted!™

Wa;k;hgps and Information Sessions:

Crearve Applications of Kohlberg's Stages of Moral Development
How to Work Effectively with Very Young Gifted Cluldren
High-Level Development Forums: Questions and Answers
Visual Ares in a Gifted Classroom
Differentanng Curniculum for Gifted Students in the Regular Classroom
Meetng Social and Emortonal Needs of Gifted Srudents ar the Secondary School Level
Gifredness and Spiritualivy
Meeting the Needs of Advanced Children Coming from Developing Nations
“Gifted Ontarne™ - New Organizadon of Graduates of Gifted Programs
Self Publishing: Motivation and Bevond
Lego Mindstorms NXT Robortics Workshop
Resources for Gifted Students
Engineers without Borders: Leadership Opportunities
Brain Research and Digital Visual Leaming Tools
“Cassava Laon Rhythms"” Team-Building Drums Workshop
Weaving Higher Order Thinlang Skills inte the Muluple Intelligence Classroom
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Register & Pay Online or by Regular Mail!
Details at: www.edqo.ca. Enquires (416) 226-2332

$75/person (includes membership)
Registration Deadline: Wed., Nov. 27, 2007
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