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prep, stress management at
Triad Counselling & Clinical
Services in Greensboro, North
Carolina)

A long time ago, in a far
distant school system, a group
of talented students received
special attention. Imagine, if
you will, students grouped on
their exceptionally talented
performance. These students,
sons and daughters of

taxpayers, received special
equipment, treatment and spe-
cially trained teachers to help
nurture their precocious talents.
This special group even got to
go on field trips. Since we don't
want to encourage a culture of
underachievement, these stu-
dents' skills are stretched to the
limit with after-school events.

The performances of this
special group are proudly at-

tended even by nonrelatives.
All is well. It is a win-win situa-
tion. The students get to build
their self-esteem by building
their skills, and the school gets
to show off its best students,
demonstrating what a great
school these students attend.

On the horizon, however, is
a well-meaning group of people
who feel their children are be-
ing shortchanged. For what-
ever reason, these children
were not "tapped on the shoul-
der" to be in the program de-
scribed above. To equalize
things, it is felt the special
equipment, treatment, trips and
specially trained teachers
should be spread out for all
children, regardless of need.
Now all children can get a little
more attention in developing
their skills. Everyone will

perform better, not based on
need but on the even per-pupil
expenditure of resources.

Amazing Websites

Guy Counting to Infinity Video

http://www.naptime.com/

New Years Exercise http://www.newyearexercise.com/

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYgExez7BUY&feature=channel
Naptime (if you have ABSOLUTELY nothing to do. Click on things.)

Do You Like Dog? (tease a dog with your cursor)
http://www2s.biglobe.ne.jp/~circus/nanicolle/dog.swf

Jokes with Einstein (quite funny. Don't miss it.)
http://www.spinnerdisc.com/jokeswitheinstein.html

Squish Screaming Beans http://www.simonpanrucker.com/beans.html

Stunningly Harmful Songs (bizarre and funny)
http://www.secrettechnology.com/songs/harmsong.html

Well, in the name of fairness,
there goes the varsity basketball
team (those students who get
special equipment, treatment,
trips and specially trained teach-
ers). Now everyone will shoot
baskets a little better, dribble a
little faster.

No student-athlete will be left
behind, but then no potential
varsity athlete will get ahead, I
either. )

Now apply this logic to an-
other high-performing group of I C )
children, the advanced learner
program. Watering down apro- ! $
gram to raise the overall tide of +
performance of everyone sounds
democratic. But it is the most I, -
undemocratic of options. -

“Education is when "everyone" is
treated absolutely equally, re-

gardless of needs. 1/ % "

Some children will be "left
behind" because they wouldn't
get the support they need to
finish the race. Some children,
with the need to speed ahead
(learn more), would not be al-
lowed to get too far ahead, be-
cause they may get out of our
reach and may raise the bar of

performance for those who like ) _
the comfort of underachieving. LIFE SKILLS

No child left behind does not By b
mean let no child get ahead.
There's a wise old saying,
"Everyone according to their
talents."

Let's give all kids a chance to
feel the thrill of success during
their academic career.

GET YOUR COPY AT:

Uketoob.com (fun site! Uukulele videos) http://www.uketoob.com/

Activities of the Month details at http://www.DiscoverTeenergy.com “Activities Database”




News and Views

Let’s Celebrate!

Mar 8 — International Women'’s Day

Mar 14 — Daylight Savings Begins (1 hr.
forward)

Mar 9—Commonwealth Day

Mar 15-19 - March School Break (where
observed)

Mar 17 — St. Patrick’'s Day

Mar 18 - Awkward Moments Day

Mar 20 - first day of Spring!

Mar 21 — UN Day to Eliminate Racism

Mar 21 — World Poetry Day

I\/_Iar 21 - Int’l Day for the Elimination of Ra-
cism

Mar 22 — World Day for Water, Int'l Goof-Off
Day

Mar 23 — World Meteorological Day

Mar 24 — World Tuberculosis Day

Mar 25 — Nat'l Community Shredding Day
i.e. sensitive documents

March 28 - Palm Sunday
Mar 29 - full moon tonight
March 30 - Passover begins

March 31 — National “She’s Funny That
Way” Day — ways women make us laugh

Also National Nutrition Month, National
Kidney Month, Red Cross Month, and
Women'’s History Month

Second week of March—National Cleaning
Week

Act Happy Week (3rd week)

The last week of March is Bubble Week —
competing teams try to set world records by
fitting people into a soap bubble
(www.bubbleblowers.com),
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What Ever Happened to Weekends?
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Computer Top Tip

Using Editing Features in MS Word Documents
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Tidbits of Trivia

Interesting Reading

Canadian Children’s Literature Award

Winner—Shin-chi’'s Canoe  ? "B

Others

Death in the Air (The Boy Sherlock Holmes, His Second Case)

Libertad *
Thing-Thing B *
Word Nerd ?

French Language Winner Chere Taudi 8 ,

Why Educate Highly Intelligent
Young People?

(from:
http://www.alabamagifted.org/wp-
content/uploads/2009/04/aagc-
april-2009.pdf)

[J Up to 20% of high school
dropouts test in the gifted range
(Handbook for Gifted Education,
2003)

[] In the fourth grade, U.S.
students score above the
international average in math and
near first in science. At eighth
grade, they score below average in
math, and only slightly above
average in science. By 12th grade,
U.S. students are near the bottom
of a 49-country survey in both
math and science, outscoring only
Cyprus and South Africa. (William
R. Brody, president of Johns
Hopkins University, Congressional
testimony 7/05)

L] 88% of high school dropouts
had passing grades, but dropped
out due to boredom. (Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation: “The
Silent Epidemic” 3/06)
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The Other View by Ahmed Sheta

The Olympic Games

It is definitely exciting to watch the games and see
Canada winning so many medals. A very pleasant dif-
ference from past Olympics. It's also a great human
achievement in so many specialized fields to prepare
the distinguished world class athletes. It's a lengthy,
daunting, and costly process culminating in a fraction
of a second leading to or off the podium.

Many people who could afford it paid a lot of money
to watch the games live. They filled the hotel rooms,
restaurants and even the streets spending money eve-
rywhere. Business people from the Bay Stores to the
Hot-Dog street vendors to empty pop cans and bottles
collectors were making a lot of money during the
games. It is good for business.

But some people are not in agreement with what is
going on. They think the end will be very costly for the
taxpayers who did not benefit financially from the
games. People who are in the business of supplying
goods and services will hopefully make the most of the
games. It is, on the whole, privatizing the benefits and
socializing the cost burden. It will be interesting to see
if there was a profit or the inevitable deficit.

Many people question the wisdom of available
money allocation. Should we spend all this money to
prepare a few hundreds of people to reach or beat in-
ternational standards in sports - a generally positive
goal in itself?

We should all think about how money is allocated
for sports. Choose between hosting the Olympic
Games or closing community arenas, swimming pools
and playing facilities one or more days a week to save
money. Do parents have a choice between paying ex-
tra taxes to cover loses in the Olympics or depriving
their kids of playing sports - not competitively - for the
fun of it only? Is there enough gain from all the money
spent?

I don’t know what your choice would be. | know that
my choice would be to NOT fund the unbelievably ex-
pensive Olympic Games. Maybe we should have a
new, less costly version of the same thing. Any ideas
on how to do this?

(The writer is an immigrant Egyptian-Canadian journalist who has written
for Arab newspapers. He lives in Toronto, Canada.)

Reflections of a Teenage Mind
by Megann Ford-Licskai

Maybe Tomorrow?
Procrastination is debatably the most time-honored and widespread

tradition of mankind. We all procrastinate. You did it when you hit the
snooze button again this morning. | put off writing this article until the poor
editor was ripping hair out of his head (ed.— confirmed). Even our Prime
Minister does it, although he calls it “proroguing.” Despite trying to fool
ourselves with fancy words and rhetoric, it all comes down to one basic
principal, “Why do today what you can put off to tomorrow?”

Psychologists say that in order for an act to be considered procrasti-
nation it must be counterproductive, delaying, and needless (thank you,
Wikipedia). | think that this is a poor definition because it misses the defi-
nite need for that card game called “Solitaire.” Although | identified a need
for the game (therefore eliminating the “needless” criteria) my dad still
informs me that | am a chronic procrastinator. My game(s) of Solitaire
does not fall into the “procrastination” trap that things far less logical, do.

The following is an example of “pure” procrastination:
Spandex.

Counterproductive- Check. Does wearing it give you even an ounce of
respect from those around you?

Delaying- Yessiree, Bob. Have you ever tried to put on a Spandex body
suit? Can’t be done quickly.

Needless- There is most certainly, and without a doubt, no need for Span-
dex. And | DEFINITELY did not need to see you wearing it, thank
you very much. (unless you are a speed skater or a ski racer. Then
it's kind of intense.)

The lesson from above? Never trust Wikipedia. | would like to direct all
readers to a better place for the definition -

“The Dictionary of Meg.”
pro-cras-ti-na-tion [proh-kras-tuh-ney-shuhn] —noun

The driving force behind my 30% mark on a history thesis.
One easy (but worst!) way to not get a diploma.

The #1 transferable skill between teenagers today.

An excellent title for an Amy Winehouse song.

Facebook Definitions:

Something you will regret... later.

A method of avoiding success in life.

If you want to be a great procrastinator, check these out:
http://community.sparknotes.com/2009/12/07/better-ways-to-procrastinate

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37wR_TWdVy0

| know there are only two links but | was not procrastinating on You-
tube, or anything... because | didn’t watch all of the 23 other videos. ... ...

Having finally finished the body of this article (after shuffling a deck of
cards, beating my sister at an epic Pokemon battle, downloading an epi-
sode of “Criminal Minds”, watching numerous other funny Youtube videos,
and growling at my dog) I'm going to write a conclusion which | will do
later and send to Gift Rap maybe tomorrow.. or eventually.

(Editor's comment: I'm dying to find out how this article ends! Maybe next
month?)

Megann is a high school student in London, Ontario, Canada
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Being a Good Citizen of the Global Community
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Blossoming Minds

Providing Creative Complements For. ..
Science e Literature » Math  History = Geography
Social Studies ® Architecture ® Music » Dance

£ www.blossomingminds.ca
Call toll-free: 1-877-894-5419
D Knowledgeable & Friendly Service Since 2000




A Healthier Way by Eileen Fauster

Phytochemicals: Colour me healthy
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Your mission for this month: 2
tt

Eileen Fauster is the founder of Essential Balance Holistic Health Services, a
holistic-based wellness company offering expertise in nutrition, health, exer-
cise and lifestyle changes. She is trained in iridology, allergy recognition and
elimination, biofeedback analysis, emotional freedom techniques, cancer
coaching and nutrition. Essential Balance Holistic Health Services, 7620
Yonge Street, Suite 300, Thornhill, ON L4J 1V9 416-885-5558

www.essentialbalance.ca eileen@essentialbalance.ca

Educators for the Gifted
= Organization (EAGO)

.// ) - assisting ALL who educate gifted children in public,

separate, private schools, home schooling.

Send us your details and full contact information to get on
our mailing lists: mail@edgo.ca

- receive our free “Gifted Voice” newsletter

- attend our annual conference

- enjoy our extensive lists of resources on giftedness

http:/ /www.edgo.ca
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Wyman Chu 416-219-9338
Toronto, Canada, wyman.chu@gmail.com
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TITLE

For parents, teachers, caregivers,
and teenagers who need access

What Will They Invent Next?

to professionals, direction and
assistance in times of physical
and mental trauma and

Original Photo Art Gallery

Wise Words of Wisdom

What counts in making a happy marriage is not so much how
compatible you are, but how you deal with incompatibility. -
unknown.

Technology, like art, is a soaring exercise of the human imagina-
tion.—unknown.

One of the keys to happiness is a bad memory.—Rita Mae Brown

There are many people who mistake their imaginations for their
memory.—Josh Billings

If you want to make an apple pie from scratch, you must first cre-
ate the universe.—Carl Sagan

TO ADVERTISE ON OURWEBSITES AND INTHIS NEWSLETTER

CONTACT US FOR DETAILS & RATES: GiftRap@DiscoverTeenergy.com




