
 

  
 

 

- school reluctance to put the 

child in a higher grade.  This 

may be because of social con-

siderations, safety issues, school 

or Board policies.  Also, the child 

may not be fully toilet trained. 

 

Solution: pairing with older gifted 

student, let parents decide   

- child’s desire and energy to do 

more than just sit and listen.  

The child just wants to explore 

and learn and is seen as being a 

disruption. 

Solution: let a group work or play 

on its own with some guidance, 

allow self-direction if the child is 

capable,  encourage exploring 

- lack of exciting programs and 

activities geared to “high flyers” 

during and after school hours. 

Solution: create some, be more 

open & flexible in class, 

homeschooling , mentoring, par-

ents could set some up 

 

- IQ tests and other identification 

for giftedness don’t usually hap-

pen until about Gr. 4.  Children 

don’t just suddenly become 

gifted.  It is a way of life.   

Solution: collaborative effort 

between parents, teachers and 

school board consultants 

 

- special schools for the gifted 

don’t usually take in very young 

children. 

Solution: homeschooling, men-

toring, additional enrichment 

Nurturing Gifted ToddlersNurturing Gifted Toddlers  

Amazing Websites 

(by O.S.) 

   I sometimes work with par-

ents of gifted pre-school and 

just-starting-school toddlers.  

The question they ask is what 

to do with their child who is way 

ahead of the other children and 

is eager to learn more than 

what’s given? 

    Let’s look at their complaints, 

frustrations and then solutions: 

 

 - school work provided is far 

below the child’s abilities be-

cause it is geared to the aver-

age child learning the basics. 

Solution: give more challenging 

work, get a gifted helper from a 

higher grade, contests, letters 

to the editor, write children’s 

magazine articles, themed 

learning centers, collections 

- school curriculum is set and 

teachers stick to “one size fits 

all” re students.  That’s what 

they are expected to teach 

whether some students need it 

or not.  Teachers worry about 

what to teach the child if he/

she is moved too far ahead in 

grades.  It means a lot of cus-

tom curriculum planning. 

Solution: compacted learning, 

work on next grade learning, 

allow the child to be exempt if 

necessary, enrichment activi-

ties, personal studies 

- learning is overly repetitious 

and unnecessary for a child 

who already reads and writes.  

The child gets bored during 

lessons. 

Solution: speed up lessons for 

others too, let the child share in 

presentations to peers, enrich 

learning materials, start collec-

tions, private reading, do re-

lated arts & crafts   

Talk to Alice the Robot  
http://www.pandorabots.com/pandora/talk?botid=f5d922d97e345aa1 

Wax Hoff (rip hair from David Hasselhoff’s chest)  
http://www.waxhoff.com/  
Virtual Keyboard  
http://www.bgfl.org/bgfl/custom/resources_ftp/client_ftp/ks2/music/piano/index.htm  

The Actual Size of Stuff http://pective.com/ 
Face Research (very different. Averages your looks) 
http://www.faceresearch.org/demos/average  
Screen Cleaner (be surprised)  
http://www.raincitystory.com/flash/screenclean.swf  
Play Cricket (highly  addictive!!)  
http://www.foddy.net/Cricket.html  
Drum Set (enjoy many sound effects)  
http://www.ronwinter.tv/drums.html 
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May 1 - May Day 

May 3 – Sun Day, World Press Freedom 
Day 

May 6 – Nurses Day 

May 9 – National Teacher’s Day 

May 9 – Mother’s Day 

May 16 - Armed Forces Day 

May 17 – World Telecommunication Day 

May 21 – World Day for Cultural 
Development 

May 24 – Victoria Day 

May 25 – Africa Day 

May 26 - National Day for Healing and 
Reconciliation - Canada 

May 27 - full moon tonight 

May 28 - World Communication Day 

May 29 – International Day of United 
Nations Peacekeepers 

Let’s Celebrate! 

News and ViewsNews and Views  
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Motivating People to be the Best They Can Be (by O.S.) 

 In the new age of creativity, being the best will be the only way individuals and 
companies can survive.  For much of the population, gone are the days of staying in a 
job for decades, moving up the corporate ladder in a systematic way, and letting others 
do the most difficult work.   Motivation is key to rising above the ordinary in anything 
people do.  Read the newspapers and notice the constant change and dramatic pushes 
to new heights of creativity that give companies the “edge” over others.   

 Because of increasing global trade and competition, instant world-wide com-
munication, and heightened social mobility, there is a greater awareness of what others 
are doing.  This is good and bad.  On the one hand, it is easier to determine if your own 
products/services are competitive.  On the other hand, it means constant change and 
upgrades.  If employees are not motivated to be part of this, there is a great chance of 
failure.  Everybody must be on  board to keep companies and businesses afloat.  It is 
not just the responsibility of the owners or executives anymore. 

 So what changes can be made to motivate people?   

1. Get rid of the “carrot and stick” approach.  Rewarding good behavior and punishing 
for the behavior you don’t want just doesn’t work well any more.  It is okay for sim-
ple jobs but not in situations where creativity and imagination are needed.  Educa-
tors might want to evaluate their methods of motivating students in light of this. 

2. Replace performance bonuses/sales commissions with salaries and profit sharing.  
People will feel they belong to a larger thing.  It leads to everyone working harder 
because all employees share in the group success not just individual success.  In 
education, new ways of evaluating students, perhaps using business methods, 
should be investigated.  The grades and marks approach is not enough. 

3. Assign jobs according to expertise.  In a hierarchy of responsibility,  job titles often 
determine who gets what job.  That doesn’t make sense if the person who is 
“supposed” to get the job is not an expert.  Reducing job titles and instead forming 
teams that develop their own expertise and approaches increases motivation and 
a sense of belonging.  Many years ago, Volvo had teams build individual cars in-
stead of by assembly line.  Look at the Toyota team approach to car manufactur-
ing.  Workers are valued for expertise, not position.  In schools, there are students 
who may know far more about certain topics than the teacher and should be given 
the opportunity to share their expertise in a meaningful way.  Sharing the learning 
increases the understanding and depth of the learning.   

4. Let the team decide.  Set deadlines but let members decide on what to do, when to 
do it and who will do what.  Schools can train students in this approach from a very 
early age on. 

5. Staff development.  Encourage people to become experts and masters at their 
jobs.  Also, get them to learn the details of other jobs to encourage cross-
referencing and sharing of expertise.  The more people know about their own jobs 
as well as others, the greater the motivation to be more creative and imaginative. 

6. Look at the big picture.  People become exceptionally motivated if they see they 
are working toward something that is bigger than the individual jobs.  There is pur-
pose in what they do.  It is all for a greater good.  Everybody will benefit and share 
in the success.  That will only happen if everybody stays focused and motivated to 
do and be the best they can be. 

How to Increase Will Power to Be the Best  
                 http://www.pickthebrain.com/blog/how-to-increase-willpower/ 

 
We welcome creative  
contributions to this  

newsletter from adults 
and children of all ages.   

Send us your articles or 
ideas, jokes, wise words,  

fun  activities, letters, 
trivia. 

E-Mail to:  

GiftRapCA@gmail.com 



 

  
 

 

- the Arctic Tern has the longest 
migration of all animals.  It trav-
els almost pole to pole. 

- Mary Queen of Scots, is con-
sidered to be the first known 
female golfer.  She called assis-
tants ‘cadets” and thus came 
the term “caddy” in 1552. 
- baseball is the cause of most 
eye injuries in sports.  It is fol-
lowed by basketball, water and 
racquet sports. 

- the Penny Black featuring 
Queen Victoria of Great 
Britain came out in 1840. 
People didn't like the idea of 
pre-paid mail delivery at first 
but eventually all  countries 
accepted it. 

- In 1845, the rubber band 
was invented and patented. 
- Rome was the first city in 
history to have a population 
of 1 million in 5 BC. It took 
18 centuries before London, 

England became the second city 
to reach that population. 

-  The idea of an atom came from 
Leucippus of Miletus around 450 
B.C.. He theorized that matter was 
made of invisible tiny bits of mat-
ter. "Atom" is from Greek, 
"atomos", meaning uncuttable.  
Leucippus believed that atoms 
were the basis of all matter and 
could not have any more parts. 

People Get Ready!: A New History of Black Gospel Music by Ellington Darden. 

Take Me to the River by Al Green.  The soul music legend recalls his life. 

Third Man Factor by John Geiger. People at the edge of death experiencing someone 
inside who encourages them to make one final effort to survive. 

Boys Adrift by Leonard Sax. Why so many unmotivated, underachieving young men. 

Under Pressure: Rescuing Childhood from the Culture of Hyper-Parenting by Carl 
Honoré.  

Struck by Lightning: The Curious World of Probabilities by Jeffrey Rosenthal. 

Tidbits of TriviaTidbits of Trivia  

Interesting ReadingInteresting Reading  

Page 3 - Volume  10, Edition 5 

Computer Top Computer Top So, Where are the 
Aliens? (by O.S.) 

     In April scientists 
celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of the search for 
aliens in outer space.  It is a 
bit of an effort because 
nothing has been found. 
     The organization that is in 
the forefront of this search is 
the Search for Extraterrestrial 
Intelligence (SETI). 
     Excitement is caused 
mainly by the search for 
water, especially on Mars.  
Radio telescopes have been 
listening intently and patiently 
for decades with not even a 
whisper heard. 
    So what do we do?  Do we 
stop listening and searching 
and give up?  Paul Davies 
says “No.”  He has a new 
book called “The Eerie 
Science: Are we Alone in the 
Universe” and he argues that 
we need to be searching for 
proof that life on earth began 
more than once.  Microbes 
from outer space could have 
blasted away from the surface 
and landed back on Earth  
again after millions of years.  
Perhaps our own genes are a 
record of alien landings in the 
past.   
     Davies also declares 
boldly that all scientists 
should be looking for proof, 
not just a few radio 
astronomers. 
SETI http://www.seti.org 
Search for Life in Space 
http://www.astrocentral.co.uk/life.html 

Virus Protection and Monthly “To Do’s”   

a) Virus Protection 
     The attacks on computers are getting more and more sophisticated.  It 
is wise to protect yourself in several ways that are simple and easy.  One 
of the best FREE protections and also virus removal software is from           
http://www.superantispyware.com.  It can get rid of the worst of what 
attacks you.   Do a full scan every time you start your computer.  This is a 
free product so you have to activate and update it manually.  A small 
payment  will allow automatic activation and updating on startup. 

b) Monthly “To Do’s”  
1) Registry Repair program.  Run it to clean up the registry.  It will speed 
up the computer and things will run smoother all around when you click 
files and folders.  In a good month, there may be up to 150-200 repairs 
necessary.  A good program is Windows Registry Repair Pro available at 
http://www.3bsoftware.com/products/registryrepair.asp#back 

"Gift Rap now has a Facebook page! Become a fan and invite your friends.” 
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A Healthier Way  by Eileen Fauster   
 

Salt of the Earth 
     Many chefs would claim that without salt there is no real 

cooking, as salt enhances, elevates and seals in the flavours of any 

dish. 

     Regular table salt is typically full of unnecessary chemicals that 

can cause high blood pressure, weight gain, unsightly cellulite, 

rheumatism, arthritis, gout, kidney and gall bladder stones.  

However, natural salts are full of minerals and can help to: 

1.  Regulate the water content throughout your body. 

2.  Promote blood sugar health and help to reduce the signs 

of aging. 

3.  Assist in the generation of hydroelectric energy in cells in your 

body. 

4.  Support respiratory and sinus health. 

5.  Regulate sleep -- it naturally promotes sleep. 

Kosher Salt:  Saltier and brighter flavour than table salt.  Moderately 
coarse texture; excellent salt for brines and general use. 
Fleur de Sel: Delicately crunchy, mild-tasting, snowy white colour, 
considered one of the best finishing salts.  Young salt crystals are 
skimmed from the surface of salt ponds in Brittany, France.  
Excellent for sprinkling lightly on scrambled eggs, grilled fish and 
poultry, diced melon, cooked greens, roasted root vegetables, and 
chocolate ice cream. 
Smoked Salt: Seas salt that has been cold-smoked with hardwood 
for a woodsy colour, smoky scent and  flavor.  Great finishing salt; 
sprinkle over chocolate mousse, baked sweet potatoes, or BBQ 
foods. 
Hawaiian Black Salt:  Moist, silky texture with brilliant ebony colour 
comes from its fusion with activated charcoal, said to bind toxins 
and flush them from the body. Full-bodied, ocean-fresh flavour, it 
works well with asparagus, scallops, fruits, salad dressings.  
Himalayan Pink Salt:  Mined from ancient salt beds in the 
Himalayas; its rosy hue comes from trace amounts of iron.  Pairs 
well with curries, bruschetta, soups, rice and fish. 
 

Your mission this month:  Add excitement to your meals and buy 
yourself any of the high-quality healthy salts described above and 
let their flavours surprise and delight your palate. A little goes a long 
way when using nutritionally superior artisanal salts.   

 
Eileen Fauster is the founder of Essential Balance Holistic 
Health Services, a holistic-based wellness company offering 
expertise in nutrition, health, exercise and lifestyle 
changes.  She is trained in iridology, allergy recognition and 
elimination, biofeedback analysis, emotional freedom 
techniques, cancer coaching and nutrition.  Essential Balance 
Holistic Health Services, 7620 Yonge Street, Suite 300, 
Thornhill, ON  L4J 1V9  416-885-5558  
 
www.essentialbalance.ca            eileen@essentialbalance.ca 

The Other View  by Ahmed Sheta 

Learning from a Granddaughter   

     Yesterday I received an urgent call from my first grand 
daughter who was born in Canada 7 years ago. She talks 
very quickly like most other kids and it is hard for me to un-
derstand her. To explain the matter, she sent me this e-mail:    
     “Dear Deggo & Nanna, (short for grandpa & grandma in 
Arabic).  THANK YOU for sponsoring me! You're helping me 
reach my personal fundraising goals and helping all kids 
grow up healthy.   
          When kids like me participate in JUMP, we learn the 
importance of physical activity and healthy eating. Your do-
nation to the Heart and Stroke Jump Rope for Heart pro-
gram will help make the difference to children's health every-
where and together we can give every child their right to a 
healthy future.  Thank you! 
     Follow this link to visit my personal web page:  
http://www.kintera.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?ievent=324350&lis=1&kntae324350=7E1F7F1CBEEE4C708DEB40B4690338F1&supId=254586853 
and help me in my efforts to support Heart and Stroke Foun-
dation – Ontario ”  
     People in my family have suffered from heart disease so I 
thought it was a worthy cause.  More importantly, she was 
my granddaughter! 
     I was really moved by what she is doing. I wrote her back 
the following email:  
“Dear Yasmeen,  
     Thank you very much for giving me the chance to contrib-
ute to a good cause. Nana and I do appreciate what you are 
doing. We love you so much and admire what you do. Wish-
ing you the best in life. Nana and Geddo (like Deggo)”  
     I then wrote to her father (my son): “Dear Sherif, That’s 
why Canada is such a great country to live in, to belong to, 
and to love and cherish. They teach our children to have 
values and a positive attitude.”  
     Yasmeen once asked me if I had donated to Haiti.  When 
I said no, she asked why and started grilling me (yes, she 
can do that). There are sick people there, young and old 
without food, there is .. and her list went on and on.  
     I admired her knowledge and also her feelings toward the 
causes. Of course the credit for her involvement in life goes 
not only to her but also her parents, school and the Cana-
dian society at large.  
     All the members of our family are proud to be Canadian, 
despite sometimes complaining.  Yasmeen reminded us of a 
reason why.  
(The writer is an immigrant Egyptian-Canadian journalist 

who has written for Arab newspapers.  He lives in Toronto, 

Canada.) 



 

  
 

 
Join  

“Gift Rap Newsletter”  
Online Discussion Group 

Discuss articles in the         newsletters with others  
around the world.             

  Find out about and share  
amazing  

enrichment   
opportunities.   

   Join over 100 forums and 
groups specializing in many  

areas of giftedness. 
Over 1800 members!  

 

http://giftedonlineconferences.ning.com  
 

(GR is in the “Groups” section) 

Page 5 - Volume 10 Edition 5  

Reflections of a Teenage Mind  
by Megann Ford-Licskai    

The Bucket List 

     We always face reminders of human mortality in the media and in the 

world around us.  The other day I wondered if I would make it to my 20th 

birthday?  With this in mind, I’ve constructed a list of things that we all 

might want to do before we kick the bucket. 

1.  Learn to write in mirror image, á la Da Vinci Code. 

2.  Take foreign language classes. Go to that foreign country. Speak 

said language. 

3.  Stay in one bed and sleep for 24 hours straight. 

4.  Go skydiving, spelunking or see a therapist about the associated 

phobia in order to be able to do it. 

5.  Invent a human teleportation device. 

6.  Learn to ride a horse properly. Trail rides at vacation resorts do not 

qualify. 

7.  Write a ballad for somebody you love. 

8.  Go penguin catching in Antarctica 

9.  Take music lessons on something really abstract, such as the  

didgeridoo, the accordion, the bagpipes, or morin khuur. 

10. Try to understand the 11 dimensions of reality. 

11. Fill a pool with liquid chocolate. Invite your friends for a swim.  

12. Go see an old classic opera. 

13. Attend a live Shakespearean play. 

14. Support a law to ban all food shaped like cute animals. 

15. Drink real, homemade, lemon-based lemonade. 

16. Perfect the Xena warrior battle cry. Perform it in a study hall, or not. 

17. Pretend to stand on the roof of a skyscraper during a thunderstorm. 

18. Have a dog. (no, I don’t mean give birth) 

19. Learn how to cook something that doesn’t come from a can. 

20. Learn the entire Johnny Cash discography off by heart. 

21. Translate the Bible into Pig-Latin. 

22. Find an opportunity to save a life - human or otherwise. 

23. Do a tour of all the major  roller coasters around the world!!! 

24. Pass a difficult exam in any difficult subject. 

25. Become the world Solitaire card game champion. 

26. Watch every Audrey Hepburn movie. Buy and wear vintage clothing 

from the time period while watching them. 

27. Stand near heavy traffic, near shark-infested waters, or near a tough 

part of town and appreciate that you haven’t been killed. 

28. Cure cancer. 

29. Tell a sworn enemy that you would like to be friends.  Work it out. 
30. Eat an entire carton of Neapolitan ice cream in one sitting. 

Megann is a high school student in London, Ontario, Canada 



 

  
 

 Educators for the Gifted Organization 
(EdGO)  

 
- assisting ALL who educate gifted children in public, 

separate, private schools,  home schooling.   
 

To get on our mailing list, write to:  mail@edgo.ca 
 
-  attend our conferences    

- enjoy our extensive lists of resources on giftedness                                

                    http://www.edgo.ca  
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Cover N’ PagesCover N’ Pages  
Publish Your  
Own Book! 

We can make your 
dream come true!!   

   We do the custom work for you: 

• Design a beautiful color and/or textured cover 

• Format pages and compose pictures/photos 

• Professionally bind and print your books   

• On-demand printing to suit your quantity & 
budget  

Specializing in: 

cook books, wedding albums, personal his-
tories, family biographies/albums, text-

books, manuals,  children’s books, & more 
Wyman Chu  416-219-9338  

Toronto, Canada, 
wyman.chu@gmail.com 

A Unique Creative Experience   

Online 

Do It Yourself Inventing Course  

http://www.inventingcourse.com  
_____________________________________

For whom? 

• aspiring inventors of all ages 

• creative people with ideas for inventions 
_____________________________________      
                What’s in it for me?   
How to:  

• generate innovative ideas for inventing    
using thinking models e.g. SCAMPER 

• present and sell your invention effectively  
to potential buyers or manufacturers 

• handle formal, legal and business aspects  
of inventing e.g. searches, patents, copy-
rights, business plans 
_________________________________ 

Details 

• 25 Lessons & 71 Supports. Documents, 
PowerPoint presentations, forms, templates 

• Work at your own speed, anytime, anywhere. 

Easy to read.  User friendly.  
Tried and proven methods! 

Online Discussion / Help Forum 
Inventors College Organization and Inventing Course are divisions of 

Accent on Skills Consulting www.AccentonSkills.com  

 http://www.inventingcourse.com  



 

  
 

 

   You aren’t wealthy until you have something that money can’t buy.
—Garth Brooks 

The creative impulse, like love, can be killed but not taught.—
Madeleine L’Engel 

A creative person is motivated by the desire to achieve not the de-
sire to beat others.—Ayn Rand   

Even if you are on the right track, you will get run over if you just sit 
there.—Will Rogers 

Don’t lie down on the tracks of history to wait for the train of the fu-
ture to run over you.—Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Wise Words of  WisdomWise Words of  Wisdom  

Jokes of the MonthJokes of the Month  

What Will They Invent Next? 

The Electric Eye 
This will let blind people recognize faces and navigate a room without 
assistance. The chip is in a titanium eyeball is waterproof which is im-
planted in a patient's eye socket. A pair of eyeglasses have a camera 
attached that transmits images directly to the chip, which sends them 
to the brain. Formal testing will begin soon. 
 
http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1934027_1934003_1933955,00.html#ixzz0ltGumbaT 

 

   on the DT homepage 

“Never Be Bored” 
hundreds of ideas  

to keep people  
creative and  active 

Http://www.DiscoverTeenergy.com  

 Make me your home page!! 
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There was once a little boy who got very good grades, straight A's on 
every subject on every report card. His name was Billy. His father was 
very proud of him, and decided to give him one thing every year, what-
ever he wanted. The little boy, for one odd reason or another, chose a 
pink golf ball, each and every year. So finally, when the boy was sixteen, 
the dad got fed up with it and bought him a car. The son was fine with 
this, and took it on a joyride down to his favorite restaurant. He didn't want 
to drive through and he couldn't find a parking spot, but finally he found a 
spot on the other side of the street. He walked across happily, and half-
way across, was hit by a truck. On his deathbed, the wounds were fatal, 
he was asked by his father: "What did you do with the pink golf balls?" 
The son replied: "Well I ---" With that he died. The moral is that you 
should look both ways before crossing the street. 
From: http://www.cleanjokes4u.com/clean-joke.php?id=227  

TO ADVERTISE ON OUR WEBSITES AND IN THIS NEWSLETTERTO ADVERTISE ON OUR WEBSITES AND IN THIS NEWSLETTER  

CONTACT US FOR DETAILS & RATES: giftrapCA@gmail.comCONTACT US FOR DETAILS & RATES: giftrapCA@gmail.com  

Original Photo Art GalleryOriginal Photo Art Gallery   

Published by:  
Otto Schmidt 

Gifted Programming Consultant 

Accent on Skills 
HTTP://www.AccentonSkills.com  

Toronto, Canada 
Contact us about  

Skills Training Workshops  
for businesses & educators 

Phone: 416-226-2332 
O.Schmidt@AccentonSkills.com 
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