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Truffles: Fantastic Fungi  
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 Willow Academy is a pioneering independent school in mid-town Toronto offering enriched academics in a 
nurturing environment to bright, curious and creative children in JK to Grade 6. Willow Academy is unique in that it 
offers two programs both designed to develop the whole child: an enriched academic program and a gifted program. 
Multidisciplinary thematic units in both programs are based on Renzulli’s Schoolwide Enrichment Model and Gard-
ner’s Multiple Intelligences. Stimulating and challenging learning activities are tailored to individual needs, strengths 
and interests. Willow’s dedicated teachers are committed to academic excellence and enrichment teaching and learn-
ing. The faculty includes specialists in gifted education,  

 French, music, physical education, drama and art. The low teacher-to-child ratio offers an outstanding oppor-
tunity for effective individualized and small group instruction. For the 2006-2007 year, Willow Academy is expand-
ing both its academic and gifted programs as it moves to large, brand new premises to accommodate its rapidly grow-
ing student body. Our website is HTTP://www.willowacademy.ca  

 Willow Academy Director, Tammy Barrett, says that the biggest concern amongst parents of gifted children 
is finding a school that provides academic challenges, while at the same time fulfilling the students’ social and emo-
tional needs. Ms. Barrett suggests the following five questions for parents to ask the principal of any school that they 
are considering for their children: 

1. How does the school provide a differentiated curriculum for each student? 

2. How does the school teach to a child's strengths, while recognizing his or her areas of struggle? 

3. How does the school meet the socialization challenges of gifted children? 

4. What types of programs does the school have in place to teach and encourage the students to be responsible 
and compassionate members of society? 

5. How does the school ensure that their students retain their natural sense of curiosity and develop into lifelong 
learners? 

 Above all, Ms. Barrett believes that it is crucial for parents to spend time observing in the classrooms prior to 
making their final decision about the school. 

“Accent on Essential Life Skills ”   
a  resource book of 48 personal “how to” skills 

* Improve: thinking, creativity & self awareness.    

* For children ages 7+ & adults 

* Use skills in personal, educational, & business s ettings 

* Valuable gift for teachers & business people                 

  Order at: http://www.accentonskills.com/aelsbook.htm     
 

Staff Development with a Difference!   
Try a Personal Life Skills Training Workshop    

Ideal for school staffs, parents, adults in busines s and 
corporate settings.  Student workshops available to o.   

Otto Schmidt, 416-226-2332, Toronto, Canada          
o.schmidt@accentonskills.com  
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