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Creativity is vital in to-
day’s competitive world.

Many people don't real-
ize just how important it is
for gifted children.

In education systems,
children are encouraged to
be creative but usually
more so at the elementary
school level.

It is disturbing to see
how easily creativity can
come in second place to
serious, intellectual work
when they reach high
school. Here is an exam-
ple. This is a true story.

A gifted student was
doing a project on the di-
gestive system. She made
arrangements to meet a
university biologist and did
a taped interview. When
the study was submitted,
her science teacher sug-
gested that that much effort

wasn't necessary as most of
the information could have
been retrieved from a few
textbooks. That dampened
motivation to do future crea-
tive research and presenta-
tions. The teacher missed a
golden opportunity to use
this study as an example to
other students. Creativity
wasn't appreciated.

Creativity and giftedness
often go hand in hand. ltis
vital that there is conscious
effort made to encourage
gifted children to express
themselves in highly creative
ways especially with work
perceived as boring and be-
low their abilities.

Creativity can be nurtured
at home and in schools e.g.
creative gardening, doing
homework in musical form.

Exceptionally creative
products serve as examples
to others and hopefully moti-
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vate them to do the same.

Creativity is a vital part in
meeting the needs of gifted
children. Drawing, writing,
creating music, singing, act-
ing, playing, inventing
should be as important as
the learning of facts and
knowledge. The objective
should be to consciously
inject creative exercises into
all school subjects.

Many teachers stereo-
typically expect gifted chil-
dren to just be creative.
After all, they are gifted. In
some cases, a lack of de-
monstrable creativity may
be grounds for exclusion
from gifted programs.

Leta Hollingworth made
an interesting observation in
summary notes about her
case studies of children
above IQ 180. Of the 12
children studied by her over
a long period of time, one-
third of them were very
creative, one-third of them
were not particularly crea-
tive at all, and one-third of
them were about average in
creativity. ALL of them still
needed some form of accel-
eration!

Creativity is vital in help-
ing gifted children stay
happy in classrooms where
their educational needs may
not be fully met. Creativity
can be incorporated into
school assignments/home
work on a regular basis.

Leta Hollingworth
(Sponsor of the Gifted)

http://www.webster.edu/~woolflm/hollingworth3.html

(details at http://www.DiscoverTeenergy.com
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